SMART TRAVELS—Europe with Rudy Maxa Series II

TRIPS—TIPS—& SECRET PLACES

PRESS RELEASE

From magnificent ruins in Athens and Sicily to the neon night life of the French Riviera, from world-class museums to cozy village churches, Smart Travels—Europe with Rudy Maxa Series II features more of Rudy Maxa's picks of the best of Europe.  Continuing public television’s first HDTV series, the 13 new half-hour episodes offer a new take on the Old World.  Host Rudy Maxa models hassle-free ways to get to great places, to discover the continent's vitality and character, and to plot a memorable, independent trip.  Smart Travels—Europe with Rudy Maxa Series II will air on (station)_________________ at (time)_______, (day)__________. beginning (date)_________.  Maxa, a well-known travel personality, writer and lecturer, is a Pulitzer Prize-nominated reporter and the original host of public radio’s The Savvy Traveler.(
In these new episodes, Maxa highlights the spirit of change in 21st-century Europe—the music, art, fashion and architecture that shout "a new millennium."  In each episode, he goes on a spree to track down trendy cuisine, a fantastic hotel or a favorite hot spot of the locals.  

To bring old Europe alive, Rudy takes viewers to treasured, historic sites.  He rambles through ancient ruins, cathedrals and cobbled streets, showing viewers the stories of Europe's past.  When it's time to relax, he shares his favorite serene, pristine and hidden places.  

Smart Travels—Europe with Rudy Maxa Series II builds on the carefully crafted, viewer-friendly format of Small World Productions’ 52 popular episodes of Travels in Europe with Rick Steves and 13 episodes of Smart Travels—Europe Series I.  Host Maxa is an award winning journalist, travel expert and syndicated columnist.  He's engaging, sophisticated, wry and practical.  As with all Small World travel series, Rudy shows viewers how to travel smart and take charge of their own trips.  His itineraries lead into the tourist-savvy destinations first and then beyond, making travel easy for first-timers and anyone who can read a map, browse a guidebook, pack light, and enjoy good wines and food.  Smart Travels motivates independent travel and appeals to armchair travelers. These are real trips with precise you-are-there details.  Every week, Rudy highlights a manageable itinerary of famous spots and off-the-beaten-path surprises.

Each episode delves into the rich historical and cultural nature of destinations, and provides practical insights for traveling. Rudy visits famous sites and lesser-known attractions.  He barges, walks, hikes, drives and seeks out local Europeans to learn where they take out-of-town friends.  This is thoughtful travel—an engaging way to gain insight into a quickly changing Europe in a new millennium.  Through the lens of Emmy Award-winning photographer Tom Speer, the audience sees today's Europe, from Athens to Berlin; from the French Riviera to Vienna, Salzburg and Sicily

Ten half-hours are destination oriented, with a new feature of Series II being three theme-driven programs.  One takes viewers to top sites from the classical world as Rudy touches the high points of the ancient Greek and Roman civilizations as discovered in such sites as Athens, Syracuse, Rome and Pompeii.  Another program illuminates the Renaissance, visiting key sites from that golden age—Florence, Venice, the Loire Valley and Hampton Court.  The third theme program collects Rudy’s favorite getaways—easy R&R destinations such as Mittenwald, Delft and Provence.
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Part of the delight of travel is planning. Rudy offers tips on travel philosophy, reservations, choosing a comfortable approach, jumping the language barrier, adapting to different surroundings, changing money, getting around, pacing yourself and meeting the people who make travel unforgettable. Rudy cozies up to new and old Europe, adding a touch of luxury to the day-to-day delight of discovery.  Diversity is a touchstone of this series.  Rudy’s philosophy is clear: Savvy travelers find Europe on their own, at their own pace. He’s just eager to get them started. Armchair adventurers and seasoned travelers alike will be delighted with Smart Travels—Europe with Rudy Maxa Series II.  


A set of six DVDs or six VHS home videos of Smart Travels—Europe with Rudy Maxa Series II is available from Small World Productions.  Each 60 or 90 minute video contains two or three episodes form the series paired geographically.  DVDs also contain added-value material such as behind-the-scene looks and consumer travel information from Rudy.    DVDs and videos for both Series I and II are $24.95 each and are available by calling the Small World order desk at 800.866.7425.  Online, it’s www.SmartTravels.tv.  


The series is a production of Small World Productions, Inc., of Seattle.  KCTS, Seattle is a co-producer and presenting station.  The world’s largest online travel company, Expedia.com, has provided partial underwriting for production and national distribution of the series.  American Public Television (APT) of Boston distributes the 13 episodes nationally.  HDTV versions of each episode will be uplinked on the PBS HD satellite transponder to all public television stations.  More than 60 stations will broadcast the series in HDTV and simulcast it in NTSC, or standard television.  Hundreds of other public TV stations will broadcast the NSTC “letterboxed” version of the series, showing the complete wide-screen images of Smart Travels.  Digital audio is transmitted in stereo. 

For 40 years, American Public Television (APT) has been a major source of programming for the nation's public television stations.  APT has more than 10,000 hours of available programming including Discovering the Real World of Harry Potter, Globe Trekker, Muhammad Ali: Through the Eyes of the World, Nightly Business Report, Smart Travel— Europe with Rudy Maxa, Julia and Jacques: Cooking at Home, Ballykissangel, Brian Jacques' Redwall and The Three Tenors’ Christmas.  APT is known for identifying innovative programs and developing creative distribution techniques for producers.  In four decades, it has established a tradition of providing public television stations nationwide with program choices that enable them to strengthen and customize their schedules. Press should contact Donna Hardwick at 617.338.4455, ext. 129, or via email to donna_hardwick@aptvs.org.  For more information about APT's programs and services, log on to www.aptonline.org.
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