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From grand plazas and sparkling fountains in Madrid and Barcelona, to France’s Dordogne River Valley dotted with castles and sweeping vineyards; from Switzerland’s glorious Alpine peaks to the stunning white-stone cities and azure waters of Croatia’s Dalmatian Coast, Smart Travels—Europe Series IV features more of Rudy Maxa's picks of the best of Europe.  Continuing public television’s first HDTV series, these 13 new half-hour episodes offer Rudy’s take on the Old World.  He models hassle-free ways to get to great places, to discover the continent's vitality and character, and to plot a memorable, independent trip.  Smart Travels—Europe with Rudy Maxa Series IV will air on (station)_________________ at (time)_______, (day)__________. beginning (date)_________.  Host Rudy Maxa, a National Geographic Traveler Magazine contributing editor, is a Pulitzer Prize-nominated reporter and public radio’s original Savvy Traveler. 

In these brand new episodes, Maxa highlights the spirit of change in today’s Europe—the music, art, fashion and architecture that shout "a new millennium."  In each episode, he tracks down trendy cuisine, a fantastic hotel or a favorite hot spot of the locals.  

To bring old Europe alive, Rudy takes viewers to treasured, historic sites.  He rambles through ancient ruins, cathedrals and cobbled streets, showing viewers the stories of Europe's past.  When it's time to relax, he shares his favorite serene, pristine and hidden places.  

Smart Travels—Europe with Rudy Maxa Series IV builds on the carefully crafted, viewer-friendly format of Small World’s other 117 popular travel episodes on public television.  Host Maxa is engaging, sophisticated, wry and practical.  As with all Small World travel series, Smart Travels shows viewers how to travel in style for less and how to take charge of their own trips.  Rudy’s itineraries lead into the tourist-savvy destinations first and then beyond, making travel easy for first-timers and anyone who can read a map, browse a guidebook, pack light, and enjoy good wines and food.  Smart Travels motivates independent travel and appeals to armchair travelers. These are real trips with precise you-are-there details.  Every week, Rudy highlights a manageable itinerary of famous spots and off-the-beaten-path surprises.

Each half-hour episode delves into the rich historical and cultural nature of destinations, and provides practical insights for traveling. Rudy visits famous sites and lesser-known attractions.  He bikes, walks, hikes, drives and seeks out local Europeans to learn where they take out-of-town friends.  This is thoughtful travel—an engaging way to gain insight into a quickly changing Europe in a new millennium.  Through the lens of Emmy Award-winning photographer Tom Speer, the audience sees today's Europe, from lush Scottish Highlands to ancient ruins out of Rome, from sleepy hilltop towns in the Pyrenees to bustling Christmas Markets in Switzerland.  

Ten Smart Travels Series IV episodes are destination-oriented while three are theme-driven. In the theme-driven programs, Rudy tours Europe Just for Fun.  In Four Great Cites of Europe, Rudy tackles the problem of what to do if you have just 24 hours in Copenhagen, Berlin, Munich or Rome.  In A Music Lover’s Tour, Rudy takes viewers to some of Europe’s best music festivals for a different view of life on the continent.  
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Part of the delight of travel is planning. Rudy offers tips on travel philosophy, reservations, car rentals and leases, jumping the language barrier, avoiding the crowds, shopping, wine tasting, dining in style for less, and meeting the people who make travel unforgettable. Rudy cozies up to new and old Europe, adding a touch of luxury to the day-to-day delight of discovery.  Diversity is a touchstone of this series.  Rudy’s philosophy is clear: savvy travelers find Europe on their own, at their own pace. He’s just eager to get them started. Armchair adventurers and seasoned travelers alike will be delighted with Smart Travels—Europe with Rudy Maxa Series IV.  


Six DVDs and six VHS home videos of Smart Travels—Europe with Rudy Maxa Series IV are available from Small World Productions.  Each 60 or 90 minute video contains two or three episodes from the series paired geographically.  Each DVD is 100+ minutes long and includes value-added bonuses: Rudy’s consumer travel tips, maps, quick clicks to locations and topics, bonus footage, and more.  Twenty-four Smart Travels DVDs and videos containing all 52 series episodes may be ordered for $24.95 each (plus shipping) at 800.866.7425 or on-line, at www.SmartTravels.tv.  


Small World Productions, Inc. of Seattle, produces Smart Travels—Europe with Rudy Maxa Series IV.  KCTS/Seattle and SavTrav Productions are co-producers.  KCTS is the presenting station.  Expedia.com, the world’s largest online travel company, provides major corporate support for production and national distribution of the series. Additional support and trans-Atlantic and European air travel is provided in part by bmi, the United Kingdom’s second largest scheduled airline. Accommodations and location photography at hotels in Europe are coordinated in part by Classic Custom Vacations.  American Public Television (APT) of Boston distributes all 52 episodes nationally.  
HDTV versions of each episode are up-linked on the public television HD satellite transponder.  More than 175 stations now broadcast Smart Travels in HDTV and simulcast the series in NTSC, or standard television.  More than 270 public TV stations have signed up to air the NSTC “letterboxed” version of Series IV.  Digital audio is transmitted in stereo. 

For 44 years, American Public Television (APT) has been a prime source of programming for the nation’s public television stations. APT distributes more than 10,000 hours of programming including JFK: Breaking the News, Simply Ming, Globe Trekker, Smart Travels--Europe, Julia and Jacques Cooking at Home, Battlefield Britain, Jungle, America’s Test Kitchen, Lidia’s Italian-American Kitchen and classic movies. APT is known for identifying innovative programs and developing creative distribution techniques for producers. In four decades, it has established a tradition of providing public television stations nationwide with program choices that enable them to strengthen and customize their schedules. Press should contact Donna Hardwick at 617-338-4455 ext. 129 or via email to Donna_Hardwick@APTonline.org. For more information about APT’s programs and services visit APTonline.org.
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