Smart Travels—Europe with Rudy Maxa III

CUTTING EDGE DIGITAL TELEVISION:

Smart Travels Series III continues Public Television’s First HDTV series

On April 3, 2004, Small World Productions, KCTS/Seattle and American Public Television will release 13 new episodes of Smart Travels—Europe with Rudy Maxa, continuing public television’s first high-definition television series.  Like the first 13 segments, these episodes were photographed and edited in Sony’s 1080i HDCam format.  The result is a visually stunning, cutting-edge, digital television series.  

APT, American Public Television of Boston, will feed Smart Travels III on the HD satellite transponder to public TV stations nationwide.   Many stations will simulcast the series in HDTV and NTSC, or standard television.  The NTSC version will be “letterboxed” to show the wide-screen images of the HDTV production.  “Viewers watching in NTSC should see images that are noticeably brighter and clearer than they’d expect,” according to series executive producer John Givens of Small World Productions.  Digitally mastered stereo audio is featured on both the HDTV and NTSC versions of the series.  

“Best of all, the stunning beauty of Europe and the luscious detail of HDTV are a ready-made match, sure to be a hit with public television programmers and viewers for years to come,” says  Givens.  Public radio’s original Savvy Traveler, Rudy Maxa, hosts Smart Travels-Europe III.  

More than 140 public television stations are now broadcasting in HDTV while they continue to transmit in standard-definition NTSC as well.  Virtually all public TV stations will convert to HDTV digital transmitters over the next several years. APT also distributes the standard-definition version of Smart Travels nationally.  Major corporate support for production and distribution of Smart Travels is provided by Expedia.com, the world’s largest on-line travel company.  

HDTV is the wide-screen, digital television standard adopted by the FCC several years ago.  It provides brilliant images and incredible detail with nearly four times the resolution of standard television.  HDTV is the first major revision of television’s transmission format since its inception in the 1940s.  For many viewers, the change from NTSC to HDTV will be as dramatic as the change from black and white to color in the 60’s.  

Six DVDs and six VHS home videos of the series are available from Small World.  Two or three geographically related episodes are combined on each 60- or 90-minute tape.  DVDs are 100+ minutes and also include extra-value bonuses and consumer travel advice from series host Rudy Maxa.   DVDs and home videos may be ordered by calling 800-866-7425 or online at www.SmartTravels.tv. Smart Travels—Europe IV–in HD, of course—is in the works and seeking corporate underwriting.  
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