Smart Travels—Europe with Rudy Maxa

CUTTING EDGE DIGITAL TELEVISION:

Smart Travels is Public Television’s First HDTV Series

Smart Travels—Europe with Rudy Maxa, a new 13 episode series from Small World Productions, KCTS, Seattle, and UWTV at the University of Washington, is public television’s first High-Definition Television series.  Both location shooting and post-production editing were done in Sony’s 1080i HDCam format.  The result is a visually stunning, cutting-edge, digital television series.  

Smart Travels will be up-linked via the PBS HD satellite transponder to HDTV capable stations.  Many public stations will simulcast the series in HDTV and NTSC or standard television.  The NTSC version will be “letterboxed” so viewers can experience the full wide-screen images of the original production.  “Most viewers watching in NTSC will see noticeably brighter, clearer images than they would normally expect,” according to series Executive Producer, John Givens of Small World Productions, Seattle.  Both the HDTV and NTSC version will be released with digital, stereo audio.  

“Best of all, the stunning beauty of Europe and the luscious detail of HDTV are a ready-made match, sure to be a hit with public television programmers and viewers for years to come,” according Givens.  Rudy Maxa, a well-known travel personality and writer, MSNBC columnist and the original host of public radio’s “The Savvy Traveler” from the Marketplace Productions unit of Minnesota Public Radio is the host of Smart Travels-Europe.  

Nearly four-dozen public television stations are scheduled to be broadcasting in HD before the series release in April 2001, most in the top-thirty markets.  Virtually all other public stations will convert to HDTV digital transmitters in the next several years according to the PBS engineering department.  American Public Television of Boston distributes the series nationally.  Production and distribution costs for Smart Travels are partially underwritten by American Airlines.  

HDTV is the new digital television standard adopted by the FCC that provides brilliant images and incredible detail in a 16 x 9 picture ratio.  The HDTV signal has nearly four-time the picture information of standard television.  Many knowledgeable broadcast engineers predict HDTV 1080i will be the highest quality television format available for decades to come.  It’s the first major revision and improvement in the basic transmission format of television since the inception of the medium more that fifty-years ago.  For most viewers, the change from NTSC to HDTV will be as dramatic as the change from black-and-white to color was in the sixties.  

Producing and releasing the series in HDTV will further insure that Smart Travels—Europe with Rudy Maxa will have a long life on public television.  As more stations make the transition to digital television, the series will provide high-quality, content-driven episodes that appeal to public television’s discriminating audience.  

By mastering in HDTV, conversion to other formats—as needed in the future—can easily be accomplished.  Conversions to NTSC and PAL for broadcast, and S-VHS Wide, standard NTSC VHS, DVD, CD-ROM, and even 35 mm and 16 mm film will be possible if needed.  

Home videos can be released in a variety of formats as the marketplace evolves; for example—video streaming.  RocketVox, a Seattle based company has already licensed the rights to stream numerous two-to-three minute excerpts of Smart Travels episodes over the Internet.  Small World has released a set of six VHS home videos based on the series.  Two or three episodes are combined geographically on each 60 or 90 minute tape.  A companion book co-written by Maxa is also available through Small World by calling 800-866-7425 or on-line at www.travelsmallworld.com.
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